
MERCHANTS CALL
II BEST YEAR YET

Shopping Trade Readied lliijli-]
est Mark in History of

Richmond,

BIG OUT-OF TOWN ORDERS

Shop-HarJy Campaign Highly
.Gratifying, hut Delivery Prah¬

lern Was 1-icrce.

Notwithstanding tho b-id weather,
which kept hundreds and hundreds pi
shoppers Indoors, merchants agreed
fecstcrdajr that llie holiday business
was the. bCS| "i the history of Rich¬
mond, which is »a> iltg it great deal.
Up to the time tho stores closed on
Saturday night there was a continual
rush, mid those I" oplc who ventured
out into the street went to buy and
not to loiter about. Inspecting tilings
tliey did i.oi want and lor which they
had no earthly use. In this respect,
at least, the ruin was a blessing in
disguise, for it kept the drifting ele¬
ment at home und left a free opening
for those who were really out fur
business.
While the retailers as a whole were

highly gratified with results, they ad¬
mitted thai the task, of sending out
bundles was greater than over before.

Und to Send Out everything;.
Tho delivery problem is a problem

Indeed, and several Broad Street mer¬
chants stated yesterday that the 'bur¬
den this season was the heaviest oh
record. The ralh may have had some
effect, because people who were re¬
quired to drag raincoats and umbrellns
did not want to burden themselves
with packages. At all events, they
gave the merchants a terrible week,
but everything was sent out on good
time. nn<i there were practically no
complaints from shoppers.
Next year some effort will be made

to educate the shoppers. They will
be reminded that there is no disgrace
connected with the carrying of bundles
at Christinas time, ejid they will be
reminded, too, that if they tuke the
small trinkets with them It will Savo
a w,orld of worry und trouble. Kven
come of the shoppers who went to
department stores in big louring cars
were so thoughtless, Inconsiderate or
important that they would not think
of carrying homo a pair of gloves or
a necktie, while tho ol<j woman whoso
holiday money was a mere pittance
prelerrod to tuke her purchases home
without waiting fur the delivery
wagon. This Is one phase of human
nature which isn't clearly underatood,
though hereafter the "Tote Your
Bundle" Slogan will be dinned intu all
curs with good effect.

Marly .shopping \o Myth.But even If Oils del very problem
was harder, there was one big Im¬
provement, and that related 10 earlyShopping. "Fol the past three years
there, has been a. growing tendency
to ibuy early,'' said a Hroud Street mer¬
chant last night, "and we attribute
the success of this movement to the
campaign waged in the newspapers. 11
may be Interesting to si.no that the
public got into the market earlier this
year than ever before, and It mightsurprise you to know the large num¬
ber of orders which were filled during jthe first part of the month. It is a
sensible custom. It helps the buyer and
H helps the seller, but in the end it
helps the buyer most, it saves thateleventh hour rush. It plves the shop¬
per tho pick of the market, more time
to examine the stock and more tlmoin which to make selections. Wo urodelighted with ibis phsno of the situa¬
tion, and it is gratifying to rind that
Richmond people have seen the wis¬dom of the newspaper advice. There
Isn't any Joke about this 'shop earlybusiness. It Is practical, sound andhighly satisfactory.':'

,
.

Illg IMH-of-Town Order*.
Asking at random along Main, Broad

and other streets, a reporter lor TheTimes-Dispatch found the same reply.that It was the best shopping season JIn years.
Some of the merchants were Inclined

to think earllex: Ifji fjic*\veck that the jStormy weather would cut down sales,
,yot later developments showed that !w,hen people entered the Mores, shook
tho rain from their clothes, and got',
busy, they were not liiere oti Idle
missions. The rain kept the trouble¬
some visitors at homo without affect¬
ing the actual volume of trade in the!
smallest way.

"I cannot lind any evidence of the
fact that Richmond people are send -'
ing away lor their Christmas goods
said a department store owner who!has given this question much study.'"Of course, there ar.- tin- usual cata¬logue buyers, and a few rich peoplewho prefer a Fifth Avenue tag. but
i'ft per cent.; of our people get what
they want right lure at home. More¬
over, um mail order business Ibis
year shows a tremendous increase.
These orders come from all purls ofVirginia; from West Virginia and
from the Carolinas. Tin y were greaterthis year than ever before, and bytrying to eaitsfy every out-of-town
friend we have gained their conlldenceanil hold their btulneas. I think all
of the Richmond merchants an de¬lighted with the holiday trade. It was
tho best we ever had, ihm what more

FALL ON PIN
Utile ICIUnhcth J'nlloek Ilm

MtIiiuM».
Little Elizabeth Pollock, d

Xttomey Gilbert IC. Pollock,
fully Injured yesterday whi
with her brother, and was
the Johnston-Wills Hospital
merit. Physicians examined
which had bun caused by
which the little gill fell,
that the hurt was not Si rio
The child was taken hon

time later and. after being
soon fell sound asleep.

JOSEPH DOPE COMPLAINS
ABOUT HIS CHRISTMAS MAIL

Can't Understand Why He Receives No Pack¬
ages When Post Cards Reach Him in Good

Urder by Every Delivery.
wncn Assistant Postmuster Puller

went to his olllcc yesterday to see howthe holiday mull was being deliveredho hastily glanced through his per¬sonal mull, und found one letter which
started out with a violent complaintLlelug anxious to give the public thebest, poss'blo sorvlce, be read it care¬
fully. Ho didn't know the writer, andwhen he read u couple of paragraphshe concluded that the man who sent it
was either crazy, insane or a lunatic.

iJtjt us the communication doubtless
voiced the sentiment of many patrons,what Mr. Dope said to Mr. Fuller is
of interest. This is tho epistle onwhich Mr. Dope paid postage:
As you are tho only official in thoPost-Oflloo Department 1 have everseen ut the moving picture shows, 1desire to write ami register with youa serious complaint t have agaliisttho servlco While I realize thut theholiday rush Is quite heavy, withpackages unil loiters coming in andsuing out in all directions, 1 do su'u-111it that my own experiences are dis¬graceful. Since the heavy mall move¬ment begun 1 have received absolutelyno presents of value. True. 1 have re¬ceived a tew postcards and some insealed envelopes with greetings copiedfrom books, but you can't buy shoesfor your baby with these. Not onesingle package has arrived. I nm sureI have friends somewhere who mighthave sent me glftf. und l honestlybelieve they woul,] have reached mehad your service been better.Won't you please Investigate andsee If any packages for mo were de-

llvcred to the wrong" address? I would
also auk that you Interview your clerk
and llnd out from him If ho remembers
Whether or not any packages uddressod
to me passed through his hands? 11cannot say exactly w.hut slxo ttiey
were, for I <lon't know exactly who
sent them, and 1 don't exactly knowwhat they sent, but I am suro that
sumo were sent, and if they wore sent,why were lliuy not received? Answer
me this If you can, and if you cannot
I would suggest that you send It on
to the dead letter olllcc.

1 have found thai'some postal clerkshave difficulty In reudlng my name,and It Is barely possible tbut they
wen I to some other person of the sumo
name. 1 hate to complain against tho
service. 1 bellovo you aro doing theIboHl you can, but when Christmas
comes un,i i can't get What Is comingto me, then 1 submit that there Is
something radically wrong. If I re¬ceive the postcards, tell me why I
cannot receive the packages?

I trust your Christmas was a trifle
more merry than mine. 1 bet If anypackages wore started to you they ar¬
rived in due course, und I might as
well ho as thankful for that, as itdoesn't cost me anything. 11 Is barelypossible thut In the rush my gifts wore
lost, yet I have no redress. For all
tho good they did me I might as wellbe living In Dumbarton, whore the
service is not quito so Irregular atChrlr.tmas time.
With best wishes for a heavy NewYear mall, believe mc,

.Sincerely yours,
JOSEPH DOPE.

CROWDS FLOCK
10 POST-OFFICE

Windows Open for Two Hours,
and Many Christmas Pack¬

ages Are Delivered.
For more, than two hour.- yesterdayafternoon men. women und children

streamed into the poal-oflicu for their
Clulstmas mail. All of the carriers'
windows at the main station and Sta¬tions A and B, and Manchester Station
were open. This waa tho first time
since lust July that the posl-ollleo
was open on Sunday. Postmaster EdgarAllan, Jr., decided to make an excep¬tion to his Sunday closing rule In
view of the 1'nct that as Christmasfollowed Sunday it brought two holi¬
days together, and the heavy malls
woulj accumulate and congest the
olllce. So as a convenience to the
public to get Its mail, and as an Hid
to the post-office In getting rid of It]he directed that the windows be open¬
ed for two hours.
Deliveries wore also made by wagonsand substitute carriers yesterday.
The entire post-ollleo and the ein-

tlons will be open this morning from
S until 11 o'clock, while thore will be
one regular delivery this morning, sup¬plemented by deliveries by wagons and
substitute carriers.
So fur the posl-ofllce has not ex¬

perienced the slightest difficulty In
handling the holiday mail.

EXTREMELY QUIET
Christum» Far Found Nearly All Mali-]ing Merry nt Home.
Tired out with n night's turmoil, the!

people of Richmond remained at home
yesterday to keep dry, and the streets:
were practically deserted. Only the
church-goers came out, and there are]many count.-.I In the census who .ere
not habitues of the sanctuailcs and u
few who never suw the Inside of u sn-
cred edifice,
A few roisters who were afraid and!ashamed to go homo spent the lest of

Saturday night on street cars, and
gave up the remaining cents of theirChrist inns money In paying fare? und
helping a public service corporation.When the last fare was gone, and ge¬nial friend's who hud had the where¬
withal ceased Icndjlng, they were
I'orcd to go home The rest of that
story is purely personal und private,and tongue lashings are neither foodfor thought nor report.
Though the annual Christmas Fvc

parade was held 0:1 Saturday night,for the very apparent reason, the. po¬lice nre prepared to handle possible
crowds on Broad Street to-night. An
extra force, both 'of uniform and lN'aiulothcs men, will be stationed on llio
great white way. and order will fee
enforced. It Is not expected, howoyc),that there will be unolhor grand pa-rude of manufacturers ut noise, and
bedlam will not "break loose.".

LOSE CONTROL OF GIRDER
'Two Men Are Killed and Si-. Until}

111 in red.
Cimdon. N. .1., Der«,nber Si..Two

in< n were killed ami six others were
seriously Injured while placing a gir-dcu across Cooper Crock, on the Med-
tor Brunch ol irie West Jersey and
Siaslo.re Untiloail, !:--d:iy. near Ilnil-
donlield, X. J.
The men were swinging the girder

1 >.ii the main span ..I Ulli bridge. When[ they lost control ..f It and Were draggedto the stream, forty feet below. Wil¬
liam ..-'iiders. aged forty-three years,
a ml W illiam Carey, tigcd twenty-eightI year*, wer,, caught beneath the girderland drowned. Fight other workmen
wee assisted to the shore, hill six nt

j them were Inken i«> a hospital suffer-[ing from broken legs arme or severe
si.rains.

Posl-OlTice Hours To-Day
CiiKliler'x Oilier etill he open from

P A. »I. In II \. M.
Stamp \Vlnd«t»i «»III be ripen for

Kttlr of Mump* from !> \. M. In II
A. !U.
Money Order Dlvlnloil Villi he open

from It A. SI. to 1 1 \. .M.
ItcglMry Division »»III he open

from !» \. M. to I I A. M.
Cnrrlrr« »»III make »nr delivery

nt II A. M. Ill rräldentlnl »erritorj.
So delivery »»ill he ntnilr in IiiihI-
nrn« territory.

1'iirrlrrs' Window* »'III tic open
from II \. M. to II \. »I.

Ocnrrnl Drill cry »»111 he open
from » t. M. «« M A. M.

Slntlnlipi "\." "H" nnil »I mich ruler
»»ll| be open same hours (Is (lie main
«Iiier.

Mounted Officers Stumble Across
Body Lying in Moore

Street.
-Mounted Policemen Flournoy andSmallwood early yesterday morningstumbled across tho dead bodyLeila Neluon, colored, of 2ini MooreStreet. They thought at first, us they

noticed her lying on her .back in tho
street near her home, that sho wasdrunk. They attempted to arouse her,und then noticed a deep wound "jiher throat. She was dead, und had
evidently been dead for some time.
Coroner Taylor was called, und ho

made a minute examlnatio not tho
body. Unding, bes'des the wound inthe throat, a stab wound In the back
and a cut on the arm. The woman hadbeen stabbed to death, and must have
died almost Instantly.
Waverly Nelson, tho husband of the

dead woman, who is missing, Is sus¬
pected of the murder, though last
night the police were ablo to ga'npractically no information.
Coroner Taylor will hold an Inquest

over the body on Wednesday morning.

Forcen«! i Virginia.Fnlr Monday andTuesday) light to moderate, variable-
rinds.
North Cnrollnn.Fnlr Monday nnd

Tuesday) uiodcrutc uortheuat vriuda;

Special Local Data for Yesterday.
12 noon temperature . -13
i P. M. tempera iure . 12,Maximum t cinperature tip to S

P.M. 64'Minimum temperature up to S
P. M. 42.Mean temperature . 48

Normal temperature .l-lxcesa in temperature . 9Deficiency In temperature since
March 1 . 100Accum. excess ill temperaturesince January 1 . 27Rninfnll last twenty-four hours.. .4«Deficiency In rainfall since March

1.-5.40Accum, deficiency in ralnfnll since
January 1 . 5.76
Loenl Observation 8 V. M. Yesterday.Temperature .42Humidity ._ 33Wind.direction .N. 10.Wind.velocity . 0Weather .SprinklingHainfall last twelve hours.44
CONDITIONS IN IMPOnTAST CITIES.
(At S P. M. Hestern Standard Time.)Place . Thor. II. T. L.T. Weather.
Ashevlllc _ 16 60 16 Clear
.Miantu . 51 f>0 Clear
Atlantic City. :tl to 84 CloudyBoston . in II 38 P. cloudyBuffalo. :u :ts :u CloudyCalgary . C 12 ti Clear
Charleston .. ';2 TO 60 CloudyChicago . 40 t- 20 Clear
I lenvor . 20 -1 -20 Snow
luluth . 26 26 23 CloudyIc-alvcaton ... I« CloudylUaltcrnH _ 62 68 -".2 CloudyHavre . 10 III I Snow
.lackKonvlllo.. 70 80 68 ItnlnKansas City.. ;'.« 411 ClOUtly1 Louisville ... it ..a 36 ClearI Montgomery.. BS 62 i*. cloudySI New Orleans. 62 62 r.S CloudyNew York ... :;<i 10 36 CiotldyNoi folk . 4 1 is 4 1 CloudyOklahoma ... H 34 ClourPittsburgh .. 36 :is 36 CloudyUulclgli . t.; 52 io CloudySt. I .on In .... 12 ."'0 42 ClourSt. I'nui . 20 :io 20 Clear! Siin Francisco r.n 112 41 Clear
Savannah ... HI 72 02 CloudyISpokane . 2S 32 22 ClearTampa . 14 so 70 P. cloudyWashington.. 8« 12 3« CloujlyWinnipeg- ... II 22 It SnowWytlieyille .. u 18 10 p. cloudy

SI IX IA TIJ It 11 \ LSI A X A C.
December 25. 1011.

men Tinr.Sun rises_ 7 21 .Morning-7:3.

Couiicilnven Favor Delegating to
New Body Right to

Fix Salaries.

DOUBLE CHECK IS PROVIDED

To Prevent Drain on Treasury,
Board May Consolidate or

Abolish Oifices.

In view of the statement recently
issueil by Chairman H. R. Pollard, Jr.,
of the Counoll Committee on Finance,,
showing that the city of Richmond is
paying annually to lte army of office¬
holders a grand total of tl, 1 53,752, or
more than onu-th-ird of the whole in¬
come of the city, Including receipts
from the sale of water and gas, and
that petitions tor salary Increases
amounting in the aggregate to the an¬
nual sum of $106,-tOS are now .pending,
discussion bus arisen at the City Moll
nud elsewhere as to th0 advisability of
turning over to the proponed Admin¬
istrative Hoard tho entire mutter of
lixing salaries.
When tho special committee mapped

out Us plan for simplifying the ad¬
ministration of tho city's business af¬
fairs. It found ttsclr greatly hampered
by the provisions of the State Consti¬
tution which absolutely precluded what
Is commonly known as commission form
of government. The Constitution says
there must bo a Council of two
branches, elected by wards. Ablo at¬
torneys advised the committee that un¬
der Virginia laws tho right wan re¬
served in the Council Itself to lew
taxes, appropriate money, grant|f rujichiscs, nnd enact ordinances with
penalty.
These powers, it was held, could not

he delegated. Beyond that thc Coun¬
cil may delegate specific powers to
nn employed hoard, Just as It now dele¬
gates certain executive, functions to Its
Joint standing committees, each of
which under tho present plan, lins tho |expenditure of certain funds without
reporting back to the Council, being,within the scopo of their departments,little commissions In themselves.

Ofllconi Versus Kmploycs.
t'nder the plan adopted by the Coun¬

cil and requested from the State Leg¬islature, section 18 of tho charter, Ulli
provide that tho Council shall fix the
pay of all officers, but whon It has
been so fixed by ordinance, no salaryshall bo Increased until the proprietyof such Incrcaso hus been referred totha Administrative Board for roport.The Council is not bound by this re¬
port, but it was believed that the
members of the board would bo incloser touch with city HiTatrs, andtherefore able to advise on tho sub¬ject. Tho section further providesthat the Counoll may, if It so elects,delegate to thc Administrative Board,the power to fix the pay of nil officerswhom it 1h authorize.1 to appoint. Aclear distinction is made between offi¬cers and omployos. for It is furtherprovided III the same section that thepay of nil employee.that Is laborers,not officers.shall be fixed by the Ad¬ministrative Board, and mny from timeto time bc Increased or diminished bvtb* hoard.

Since all appropriations must bemade by the Council it is obv.ous thatthere is a strict check on the limitof Increase that the board could make.Appropriations in tho annual budgetare to be In lump sum, nnd thc boardhas thi spending of these lump sums.If It considers it wlso,. to employ moromen at less pay, or fewer men ithigher salaries, |t can do so. -providedit keeps within tho limits of t'ic fundappropriated.
May Consolidate Office*.The special committee clearly fore¬saw thnt tho time would come whenthe army of olllcoholdern would haveto be curtailed. If any funds wcre tobe left In tho pit ytreasury for thsmalting of public Improvements, anda further double check Is provided Insection P.O-h of the new charter, whichvests In th0 new board the authorityto appoint all officers: at the head ofcity departments, euch as the CityEngineer, Superintendent of the GasWorks, the Water Works, StreetCleaning and nil subordinate officersnow employed by committee*: of theCity Council, the terms of such persons appointed by the board to hc fortwo years. Hut oven though theCouncil were to continue Its pastpolicy of crcatlug new offices almostal every meeting, regardless of the an¬nual drain on the treasury, the newcharter expressly confers on the Ad¬ministrative Hoard the power to abolishany office which It Is authorized tolill. or lo combine the duties of two

or more offices In one, nnd designatejibe officer lo execute the combinedduties, nnd the person whose office isabolished, nnd who has not been elect-nd to perform the duties of thc con¬solidated office, will have no right 1odemand any salary or compensation
I heron f tor.

It Is not anticipated that tho honrdwill innke any drastic changes on go¬ing Into office. Some time will be re¬quired for the men elected to familiar¬
ize themselves with the ileta'ls In
the work and lo organize the new
office, and lay down -Its methods of
procedure and Its definite precedents
of work. Afterward*! the board may
go over ench department in detail, in
an effort to eliminate any dend limber
and hiiiig the city service to n higher
efficiency than It hns heretofore en-

! joyed.

Christmus Clicr-r :iml Health und Long Life ami Happiness;
that yon may realize the full meaning of the ''Christmas Spirit"
in "Peace on earth and good-will towards men" this Christmas
morning is the wish of the

of Richmond, Virginia.

You've Never Seen Anything
Half so Lovely as That Waif

at Virginia Hospital,

LIVES IN BUREAU DRAWER

Night on Steam Radiator Brought
Her Around When Doctors

Said She'd Die.

Sonic .bright afternoon during the
holiday season when it seems an if
everything has gone wrong, Just put on
your top com and Jog along to the
Virginia Hospital nnd ask any of those
nurses in plnlt to lot you luivo a peep
at the baby. If you are brolto and
blue und out of a Job, perhaps, one
glance at that brat.only you mustn't
call It a brat unless you expoct to bo
thrown out.will make you smile, and
you will come away swearing that
this is tho most beautiful Christmas
you cVerTipont, und those looso buttons
from your ve6t will rdltlc in your
trousers' pockets with tho Jingle of
real gold. But if you don't enthuse
over that brat.meaning buautlt'ui
doll.they will put you down In the
vlalting book iih a pciToctly disgust¬
ing grouch, without sentiment or
souse. And they'll be right.With those few remarks one may
venture upon the discussion of the
subject with some degree of fear, for
if it isn't properly discussed the man
discussing It may bo advised that the
only chance of saving his life Is by
nn emergency operation.

None mi Lovely ns This.
Simply, therefore, to avoid tho sur¬

geon's knife, It Ib wlso to stato tUat
of all the lovely babies In all the
world there Is none so lovely us this
llltlo orphan at the Virginia Hospital.
That kid Is exquisite. She has blue
eyes and dark lashes, and the cutest
little mouth and the pinkest llttlu
cheeks and ears and toes that ever
came down the pike. And when she
smiles.well, you must see that smile
If you want to belong. You must see
those llttlo Hps curve away with tho
smile and those darling teeth.two
teeth.and more on the way.
This infnnt was born six weeks ago

at the Virginia. Tho next day the
mother died. Then the doctors came
In. looked wise, and suld it couldn't
possibly live, but Miss Acnes I). ItaS-
dolph, the superintendent, took charge
of the situation, for she had been at¬
tracted by the Irresistible charm of
the child. Ro they got a pair of scalee
ami found that the buby Weighed only
three and one-halt pounds. It was
swathed In cotton, rubbed, handled
tenderly, nnd put to sleep on a steam
radiator, because thero wasn't an In¬
cubator within reach. Somehow the
ttoam was quite effective, for the next
morning the new arrival loll quite
comfortable and readily aproed with
Miss Randolph that tho doctors we.ro
wiong when they suggested that It
would soon lie time for one of those
$75 funerals, with six carriages and
while gloves thrown in on the side.

Hineno Drawer Ha Crib,
Thus it was that the superintendent

t.-Tk charge of the infant. All baby
basket:, in the hospital were In use at
tho time and so a crib had to be fash¬
ioned out of something. A hunch f
riedlcal hooks were removed from a
bureau drawer, and In that bureau
drawer the baby spent its early days.
But she didn't p'.ck up much weight.
They put her on the scales again yes¬
terday and the hand or the lnd*cofOt
or whatever you call It, turned around
10 live and one-half pounds, and re¬
fused to budge. Hut the doctors madi
ft careful examination and found ilu*
the pet of the hospital was strong mil
healthy and lit. When the question
of a name was suggested all minds
naturally turned to Agnes Virginia, in
honor Of Miss Randolph and tho hos¬
pital. Pretty name? Well. If you want
to see something more pretty than that
you mustn't m'ss the chance of sec-
lug the baby.

Many Christmas Gifts.
For the past two days nurses, phy¬

sicians and persons who have hoard
of Ihe orphan have been sending in -t
flood of presents. Dainty garments
of blue and pink, blankets, gold pine,
flowers, candy, rubber balls, tho tiniest
little shoes and stockings and bibs and
tuckers, have been sent there In de¬livery wagons. Oold and silver coin*
and paper money, arrived, too. and al- Jready Miss Agnes Virginia has a hank
account of more than t-70, which is
drawing interest. Everybody who lias
seen that child lias come across.
Somehow it touches lh0 heart to

look at the poor thing in its bureau
drawer, and when the heart is touched
there ja a desire to give. When someof the patients who are now on the
mend were moving about yesterdayin rolling chairs:, looking sad nnd de¬
jected because they could not spendChristmas at home, a nurso would givethem a gimps,, of the baby and home
wiis forgotten. And llttlo Agnes Vir¬
ginia would open her blue eyes, anil
smile at the man in th,. rolling-chair,
and the ir.nn In the rolling-chair would
lap her under the chin and goo-goo.
loo. Even a suffragette raved over
her: hard-hearted bachelors sa'd (hoy
didn't know babies wer,, anything like Ithat. No shop over turned out a. crib
as comfortable us that bureau drawer,
and no occupant of a real crib ever
had more chances than the waif.

Soon to Co A«ar.
Agnes will remain at the Virginia

lor right or nine months and then she
will bo turned over to a Catholic or¬
phanage in Baltimore, to he brought
up by Ihe Sisters. Al the hospital they
say, ns Rebecca did of her parasol,
that she's the dearest Ihlng in the.
world, but nn awful care.

Hut while she stays there Agnes
Virginia wilt receive greater atten¬
tion than the child of a queen, and
there will bo a big lump In many
throats when they take her away.
You've simply got. to sec that baby if
you want to appreciate the real Joy
of this festive day. and when you do
you'll turn into a Rants Clans of flesh
nnd blood and fill those pathetic-look¬
ing little stockings with something
that jingles and clinks.

Assault nnd Theft.

Mary Walker, colored, was arrested
yesterday on a charge of stealing ¥710
from Sarah Harris.
Thomas Hvan's, colored, was in rest¬

ed on a charge of assaulting and
wounding Danloi Curr,

RESERVE STOCKS
Have filled up the gaps caused by the tremen¬dous holiday selling, and we are again inposition to offer you complete assortments in
every department.

Gans-Rady Company

Member of House Wants Official
to Examine Into Merits

of Offerings.
Protection of the Virginia public

ngninst venders of worthless stock In
fake companies will be made un ospe-
clal object during the session of the,
Legislature by B. W. Mllstead. tho
member-eloot of tho House of Dele¬
gates from Newport News. llo will
present a bill modeled largely after
tho Kansas statute on the subject,
which Is said to hav0 boon successful
In its operation against swindling
schemes.

Mr. Mllstead heMovca that literally
hundreds of thousnnds of dollars are
sent out of Virginia every year to
enrich the bank accounts of the pro¬
moters. Ho can nnmo many victims
among his personal acquaintance*, who
have yielded to the prospect of huge
profits In gold mines, silver mines,
oil wells, tropical plantations, and nil
manner of properties, which either
have no existence in fact, or else are
found not lo contain the goods as
advertised or to contain them In non-
pnylng quantities. Thc promoler knows
the situation all the time, but banks
on the maxims of thc late Phlneas
T. Barnum.

In Kansns there Is nn official whose
duly it Is to Investigate the merits
of nil kinds of stork off'-rod for sale
In that State, and not listed In stand¬
ard exchanges as roputablo securities.
To h'.m may apply any prospective pur¬
chaser, and It is stated that he finds
It necessary to turn down fully 96 per
cent, of the propositions, since the
stock necking purchasers Is often un¬
desirable from the standpoint of th*
experienced Investor, who could buy
it nil If It were the bargain it Is paint¬
ed. The powers nnd duties of this
officer would have to ho dotormlhod
.iftnr n study of th. Virginia situation
nnd needs, but Mr. Mllstead believes
something ought to be done to pro¬
tect the credulous, who are often of
tho very class which declines lo onter
Into business propositions In their
home towns nnd cities, where they
have opportunities to see what Is .lone
with their savings.

JUST MISSED TRAIN
Many Trawler« Violent When They

Saw It Dlsnppenr.
Thirty indignant nnd thoroughly dis¬

consolate passengers trying to rr.-t
home for Christmas were landed for
the day nt Old Point Comfort yester¬day. Breathing out threats of slang li¬
ier. Ihöy reached Ulchtnond at 6:30lnsi evening, many of them havingmissed connections for other points.The New Vork. Philadelphia nndNorfolk train, bearing passengers and
malls from New Vork. Philadelphiaand Wilmington, reached Cape Charlesbehind schedule time yesterday morn¬ing, The boat to which the trans¬
fer was made did Its fif.l duly, gainingfully ten minutes on its schedule, but
its 'side touched the plor at old Point
i,t exactly ;t::iO, the moment of depart¬ure of I lie Chesapeake and Ohio train..lnsi before reaching shore, the purs¬er shouted to those on tho pier to havethe train held, but no one seemedenough Interested to get busy. As aresult, when the excited passengersrounded the corner of the Chamhcrllu,the rear of the train wa-s seen disap¬pearing across the expanse of waterbetween Old Point and Phoebus.expletives didn't do r.ny good, butthey were tried. The next train outwas at 4:30 p, M.

Westmoreland Entertainment.
Tho Westmoreland Club will giveIts Christmas entertainment to mem¬bers nt the clubhouse on Friday nightbelween the hours of S and 12 o'clock.There will t,c thn usual festivities,with feasting nnd good fellowship.Owing to lnrgoly Increased member¬

ship, no Invitation cards for guests
will he Issued to members, as has beenthe custom.

I.rnrn Man's Name.
After he bad spent several hours In

the First Police Station, the man who
was arrested by Captain MrMnhon
Saturday night on a charge of smash¬
ing the plato glass front of the Hub
Clothing Store, on Brpdd Street. ivnH
found to he J. A. Sonthnll. When ho
had recovered from the night's cele¬
bration It wns found that he hod been
cut slightly In thn head. Dr. Watts, of
the city ambulance corps, treated the
wound.

Two Alnrms, hut f.lttle Fire.
Two nlnrms of tiro were turned In

yesterday, but there was serious dam¬
age In neither. The first alarm, csirly
lit thc morning, was sounded from
V.'onrof, nnd Franklin Streets, where
gnsolene pouring from an nutomohllo
biased up. Little damage wns caused.
Thc second alarm came in the after¬

noon from Foushco and nroad Streets,
llhere nn oil henter on tho second
'story of Tarrnnt's drug store caught
nflre. The loss amounted to $10.

WARNS VETERANS
AGAINST POLITICS

Commander of Confederates Cen¬
sures Action of Baltimore

Camp.
General orders warning local campt

of Confederate Veterans from engag¬
ing in political controversies have been
issued by Hlcutcnunt-Gencral C- Irvine.
Walker, commander of the United Con¬
federate Veterans, through William K.
Mlcklc, adujtont-goneral and chief of
at.iff. The order seta forth that C;iui:i
Isuuc 1C Trimble, No. 1020, Confeder¬
ate Veterans, of Baltimore, ban Issued
a general circular to Confederate com -

rades everywhere asking the co-opera¬
tion and utd of Confederate veteran*
in selecting Baltimore as the Demo¬
cratic National Convention city in lOli.
The general order directs General A.
C. Trlppc, commanding tiie Maryland
division, to advise (."amp Trimble that
the action taken Is In violation of
the constitution of the United Confee-
eratf) Veterans, the constitution Of
which provides that "no discussion o?
political or religious subjects, nor any
political action or Indorsing of aspi¬
rants for political Office, shall be P< i

ml tied within the federation of United
Confederate Veterans.'' General Walker
tit gently advises tho camps to keep out
of politics, predicting that If the camps
do not follow the lino laid down, the
order itaelf will b,; wrecked.

CScnoral Walker has also Issued ÜU
order in regard to the ne.\t annual re¬
union of Confederate Veterans, fixing
the dat,. for the twenty-second annual
reunion nt Mocon, Ca.. on May 7, 8, and
ft. It Is also announced b>" Mrs. W. .1.
Mohan that the Confederated Southern
Memorial Association will hold II s

meeting In Macon at the same limt.

AMUSEMENTS
Academy, rantlnor anil nlalK."Over

NlKht."
Illioa, mattoenaod night."The Teal."

..Iivrr Nicht.
At the Academy to-dav. matinee end

night. f'Ovcr Night,'.' a tliree-aci com¬
edy, by Philip II. Bartholomae, will b-
presented under the management of
William A, Brady.
"Over Nicht" lind u nine-months'

in Now York City last season; being
given part of the thne at the Buckett
Theatre and tho balance at Mr. Brad; i

own theatre, "The Playhouse." It was

highly praised by the New York crit¬
ics, who declared It to be the mostlaughable show In th» town, and it.
scored heavily during lt« entire stay
In the metropolis. An Its title would
suggest, the action is comprised in
one night's happenings; and the scenes
are laid on tho Hudson River steam-
boa I liendrlck itudaob, on her trip up
i he river to Albane, and at tho Rip
Van Winkle Inn In th-^ Catskllls. The
plot has to do with the mishaps that
befall two young married couples on
Mhelr honeymoon trip, and It I« said
the author has woven n highly amus¬
ing story around the thome, which
neyer departs from good taste. Mr.
Brady promises n first-class produc¬
tion and a good company, tho latter
having been most onrefully selected
Tho interest naturally centres around
the newly-weds; and these four char¬
acters are taken by Sam 1". Hardy and
Tom Emory, who will appear as the
happy husbands, and Gwendolyn Piers
and Ada Stirling ns tho wives. Others
In the enst of Importance are Inez.
Ruck. Roht. Blhgham. Florence Stew¬
art. James T Ford. Mahlon P. Hamil¬
ton. Elsie Scott and T". I. Dunne.

..The Teat."
Commencing mntlneo to-dny. Euge¬nie Blair will bo the attraction at IhnBijou Theatre. Mis? Blair needs no In¬

troduction to the theatre-goers of this
city, having appeared bore In "Zazn,""Tho Lady of Quality'" and many other
plays.

Miss Blair has found a role in tint
of Emma Eltyngo that demands bor
very bos I work ns an emotional ac¬
tress Regula,- matinees will be givonTuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

IA Tour of the Mediterranean
Upwards °f three months" travel In

elassle and sacred lands. Jflfi.vOO up.,
IHeave New York March 2, 1912.

IIICHMONO THAN.«PK It COMPANY,
SUP Kaat Main Street.

A Mottj
Christmas

A Happy
New Year

Gordon Metal Co.
Richmond, Va.

Ex-Governor A. J. Montague will ad¬
dress Big Meeting January 2nd on: "The
Homes of Richmond.the Sources of Her
Commercial and Social Integrity."

Richmond Advertisers' Club


